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A Brief History of 
Sommer-automatic
(and the pneumatic gripper)

1972
Pioneer performance! Sommer-automatic develops and manufactures
automation components “off-the-shelf” for growing manufacturing
industries. Our grippers set new standards in automation.
1980
First standard gripper series – sets new standards!
1980 – 1990
First pneumatic linear cylinder with antirotation fixture plate, first pick-and-
place device with built-in vacuum generator, angular gripper, first parallel
and needle gripper, first double gripper for turning and polishing 
machines, etc …
Sommer-automatic takes off with innovation. Competitors play catch-up.
1990
Large product offering of grippers, swivel units, tool changers, linear
cylinders, air vane-type cylinders, and vacuum components.
1993
First customer-specific handling system. Development as an engineering
partner is instituted.
1995
Shock absorbers with 2–3x energy absorption vs. the same size shock.
Revolutionizes the market.
1999
First electrical grippers! With the robust mechanism of our pneumatic 
grippers and the advantages of electrical drive. Swivel modules 
simultaneously become more efficient with torque motors.
2000
28 years old and always one step ahead! 
Sommer-automatic becomes an innovative systems supplier
for their customers. 200 employees develop, produce, and
market:
– System components (grippers, separators, swivel units, 
swivel jaws, axis module &  axis compensation, tool changers,
linear cylinders,  shock absorbers, rotary cylinders,
air vane motors, vacuum components)
– Handling systems/customer-specific complete solutions

Automation partners since 1972
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Sommer-automatic

Grippers

Separators

Swivel units

Rotating jaws

Axial compensators

Tool changers

Linear cylinders

Shock absorbers

Air vane motors

Vacuum components

Accessories

Quick finder

Rotary cylinders

If you need more catalogs or CAD drawings.

Quick help from the
Sommer-automatic team

Telephone: (516) 328-3970
Fax: (516) 358-2576
e-mail: support@techno-sommer.com

Your order securely in hand.

The right technology made simple.

Custom solutions for your application.

Price, delivery times, and everything involved
with ordering, we are here for you to accept
your order, and make sure that we deliver cor-
rectly and on-time. 

When you have technical questions
about our products or a specific application,
don’t be afraid to call us. 

Are you looking for a competent partner that
offers you complete system solutions?
Talk to us. We can help you with the design
of a complete custom module!

For Quotes, Application Assistance or a 
Copy of Our CAD Drawings:

PHONE: 516-328-3970
FAX: 516-358-2576
INTERNET: http://www.techno-sommer.com

e-mail: support@techno-sommer.com
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Click by click ...
into the product world of Sommer-automatic

http://www.techno-sommer.com

Grippers Separators Swivel units

Rotating jaws Axial compensators Tool changers

Linear cylinders Shock absorbers Rotary cylinders

Air vane motors Vacuum components Accessories Quick finder index
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